[Operated on for epilepsy: cured or not?].
The idea behind epilepsy surgery is that a patient is cured from epilepsy by brain surgery. Is this true? A recent paper in The Lancet shows that this view is too simple. Seizures can recur years after surgery, and of all patients who became seizure free only a minority no longer has to take anti-epileptic drugs. This does not alter the fact that epilepsy surgery holds the best perspectives for many patients.